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1,442 CasesPRODUCTION
September, 2007BOTTLING DATE
13.7% Alcohol By VolumeALCOHOL
0.1%RESIDUAL SUGAR
.62 / 3.44TOTAL ACID / pH

6 months sur lees, 12 months aging in 
French oak (25% new oak)

AGING
Hyampom Valley Ranch, Trinity County, CA GRAPE SOURCE

The R. Merlo Estate Vineyards are located on the riverbanks of the wild and scenic
South Fork of the Trinity River. Surrounded by 6000 ft. mountains on all sides, the
vineyards are higher than most California vineyards, at an elevation of 1,250 feet.
The valley floor has alluvial soils, allowing for excellent drainage and producing
elegant yet complex flavors. The surrounding hillsides are composed of shallow
native clay, which helps to create bold, well-structured wines. The growing season –
a full three to four weeks later than that of Napa or Sonoma – allows for a mucha full three to four weeks later than that of Napa or Sonoma – allows for a much
slower ripening, increasing hang time and creating full concentrated flavors without
over – ripening or depleting natural acids.

HYAMPOM VALLEY RANCH

Caribbean coconut duck curry, vegetable kabobs, and crunchy basil/garlic bread and a 
dessert of Tortuga Pineapple/Rum Cake.

FOOD RECOMMENDATIONS

The winter leading into the 2006 season was extremely wet, causing a landslide just 
beyond the vineyard’s boundary.  This landslide in turn diverted one of the seasonal 
creeks that run through the vineyard bringing extra water as well as new silt which 
provided additional fertilization to the vines.    The water and fertilizer stored in the 
soil over the winter made our vines very vigorous in the spring, leading into a warm 
and dry summer season, giving the fruit an almost magical quality.  This well balanced 
large crop of 2006 produced grapes that were richer, had more pronounced color, and 
were more elegant.were more elegant.

WINEMAKER’S NOTES

This wine displays well-balanced fruit and intense aromas of orange blossoms, fresh 
apples, and vanilla beans that are complimented by flavors of baked Gravenstein apple 
cobbler and lemon custard cream.

WINE DESCRIPTION

VINTAGE 2006, TRINITY COUNTY
CHARDONNAY


